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Do you have any conflicts 
with the people you live 
or work with? How do you 
usually solve conflicts?



Have Ss skim the text again and do the task. Then check the answers in class.

Read the online advice column. 
What are Mei and Jen arguing about?



Teach the writing skill and have the Ss do the task in class.



Have Ss scan the text again and do the task. Then check the answers in class.



3 PLAN YOUR WRITING

Think of a conflict that you or someone you know has had with 
someone they live or work with. 

Mei and Jen are roommates and generally enjoy living with each 

other, but they have different ideas about cleaning and cooking. Mei 

likes to schedule weekly big cleanings because she doesn’t like to 

clean every day. Jen prefers to tidy up as she goes. Also, Mei 

usually does the cooking and washes the dishes at night and thinks 

Jen should help more. Jen usually does the grocery shopping, so 

she thinks it’s fair for Mei to cook and do the dishes. Mei and Jen 

are good friends and don’t want to stop being roommates, but they 

are both losing their patience with each other



3 PLAN YOUR WRITING

Think of a conflict that you or someone you know has had with 
someone they live or work with. 

So, what should they do? Luckily, there are a lot of ways to come to 

an agreement and go back to being happy roommates! First, Mei 

and Jen should get a monthly calendar and put it in a visible place 

in the apartment. Then Mei should say which two or three “big 

cleaning” tasks are the most important to her. Vacuuming? 

Cleaning the bathroom? 



3 PLAN YOUR WRITING

Think of a conflict that you or someone you know has had with 
someone they live or work with. 

Mei and Jen can decide together on which day those tasks get 

done and put it on the calendar. Then the other smaller tasks can 

be done when needed, which is Jen’s style. As for the dinner 

conflict, Mei and Jen should try to do the grocery shopping together 

and then take turns cooking and cleaning. In that way, everyone 

pays their share for the groceries, and nobody spends too much 

time in the kitchen



Talk about your 
ideas. Suggest ways 
your partner can 
improve or add to 
his or her ideas.



Write about a conflict between people who live or 

work together, their points of view, and a suggested 

solution. Use the advice column in 1B as a model.

Read the directions aloud. Then have Ss complete the task as homework.


